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“When I die, Dublin 
will be written on 
my heart”

James Joyce
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Dublin is a city with a wealth of creativity, history, education, innovation and 
collaboration. Spread over its 117 km2 are markers of a rich history and culture 
that have been shaping the city’s identity for over a millennium. 
Our culture and heritage is known and celebrated around the world, as is our 
sense of humour and our reputation for providing a warm welcome. 

Dublin is a city of dualities, interconnections and contradictions. Located on an 
island nation that teeters on the edge of Europe, Dublin city balances a local 
village feel with the buzz of a vibrant and modern capital city. Although Dublin 
is the urban epicentre for Ireland, the city shares a close symbiosis with its 
surrounding region. “All roads lead to Dublin, but they also lead out.“

Dublin is also a global city at the heart of European life. Even though 600km of 
ocean separates us from our nearest EU neighbour, Irish support for European 
initiatives remains amongst the highest in the EU. Ireland is also a global player 
and its commitment to multilateralism, sitting on the UN Security Council and in 
2014 co-chairing the negotations of the Sustainable Development Goals. 
We are an island nation, but by no means isolated.

Circular Economy Hotspot Dublin 2023 will harness natural and cultral strengths 
influences that are unique to Dublin, making for a great location to host Circular 
Hotspot in 2023.

Why Dublin?
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Since 2020, both Dublin and Ireland have witnessed an enormous drive to 
invest, share knowledge and foster the circular economy. In particular we have 
seen tangible action and strategies laid out across policy, innovation and citizen 
engagement, reflecting the three key pillars of our Circular Economy Hotspot 
Dublin event.

Now is the time to harness momentum and to mobilize. Dublin’s readiness to 
host the Hotspot is evidenced through the widespread support and collaboration 
around the bid itself. Our ambition is to not only to build the circular economy 
across Dublin, but to showcase the results and successes of the recent strategies 
and policies that have also been put into place nationally.

Why Now?
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Key Initiatives in Dublin

As the capital city, Dublin has the capacity to showcase 
the impact of recent flagship circular economy policy 
measures and funds led by the Department of the 
Environment, Climate and Communications (DECC) 
and the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA).

Targeted interventions are informed by Government funded market re-
search surveys, the recent OECD Circular Economy Review, youth  
engagement programmes and public campaigns some examples include

• Reuse Month October

• Science Week

• Climate Action Week 

• Relove Fashion 

Dublin is home to the Dublin Bay Biosphere, the first UNESCO Biosphere 
within a capital city and also hosts the largest enclosed park (Phoenix Park) 
in any  European capital city. Dublin has a strong international connection 
and reputation, supporting collaboration and innovation at European and 
international level. 

Dublin also hosts several knowledge centres which support circular econo-
my innovation including

•  The National Centre for a Circular Economy at the Rediscovery Centre

• CIRCULÉIRE the National Platform for Circular Manufacturing, hosted 
by Irish Manufacturing Research and Enterprise Ireland & IDA Ireland 
as one of the 8 supported Technology Centres based in the Greater 
Dublin Area

• The Irish Green Building Council

• BIOrbic, a world leading bioeconomy research centre 

• The Water Institute 

• The Grain 4 Lab  

Our reputation for technological 
innovation is made stronger through 
our network of smart districts under 
the Smart Dublin programme found-
ed by the four Dublin Local Authori-
ties in collaboration with technology 
providers, academia and citizens.

Dublin is home to many  
exemplary third level institutes, 
making it a research and innovation 
hub.  

• National College of Art and 
Design

• The Institute of Design Ireland

• University College Dublin

• Dublin City University 

• Trinity College Dublin 

• Technological University Dublin 
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Dublin has a lot to offer as the host of the Circular Economy Hotspot 2023.  
In turn, the circular economy has a lot of value to bring to our capital city, and in 
turn to Ireland. 

The Irish Environmental Protection Agency estimates that annually Ireland uses 
100 million tonnes of materials, and has one of the highest levels of consumption 
in Europe. Statistics aside, the circular economy also has the potential to address 
key social issues across our society, such as issues with housing, food systems, 
transport and agriculture. These sectors and themes will be reflected in our 
programme, as we focus on the value that the circular economy can bring to 
social enterprise, design and manufacturing, the built environment, food systems 
and the bioeconomy. 

The Circular Economy Hotspot Dublin celebration will aim to bring the circular 
economy to life, making it part of the day to day life of Dubliners and event 
attendees, from public sector, policy makers, industry and startups alike.

Dublin and the  
Circular Economy
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Key Themes
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Circular Economy Hotspot 
Dublin in 2023 will 
provide a platform for 
showcasing the impact 
of pioneering national 
circular economy policy 
measures and investment.   

The circular economy 
agenda has accelerated 
in Ireland in the past 
two years. The Waste 
Action Plan for a Circular 
Economy published in 
2020 put the circular 

economy at the centre 
of national resource 
policy for the first time. 
This was followed by 
the establishment of 
a dedicated circular 
economy unit in 
the Department of 
Environment, Climate and 
Communications (DECC) 
and the assignment of 
responsibility for the 
circular economy to a 
Minister of State.  
 

In the first half of 2021, 
four major consultations 
were undertaken - for 
the National Waste 
Management Plan for a 
Circular Economy, an All-
of-Government Circular 
Economy Strategy, a 
revision of the National 
Waste Prevention 
Programme (NWPP) to 
create a new Circular 
Economy Programme, and 
the General Scheme of a 
Circular Economy Bill. 

Additionally  the circular 
economy is explicitly 
referenced (39 times) 
in the Government 
of Ireland’s National 
Development Plan (2021-
2030) and features 
heavily within National 
Social enterprise policy. 
Budget 2022 allocated 
€98m to support the 
circular economy 
transition. 

1: Policy in 
Practice
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These developments demonstrate the commitment of 
the Irish Government to embedding circularity at the 
heart of Ireland’s economic development model and 
recognising that a cross Departmental approach is 
required to ensure the circular economy is relevant to 
all sectors and parts of Irish society. Specific examples 
of new policy measures and investment will be 
showcased during the Dublin Circular Hotspot 2023.

These measures include...

• A target for the use of reused and repaired goods, due to be enshrined in law by 
the end of 2021. This places Ireland in a leadership position given no other Member 
State has implemented a target of this nature to date.  

• The levy on single use hot and cold beverage cups. Coupled with the successful 
Conscious Cup Campaign and Refill Ireland, this is changing on-the-go consump-
tion

• Investment in innovative circular and sustainable projects through the EPA’s Green 
Enterprise Programme, the CE Innovation Grant Scheme (CEIGS) run by DECC, 
CIRCULÉIRE’s €1.5m innovation fund, the Disruptive Technologies Innovation Fund 
run by the DETE, European programmes and other funds - such as the WISER LIFE 
project at the Rediscovery Centre, a Construction Materials Exchange, Ireland’s 
reuse quality mark ReMark, a Composting Collective, an inhaler recycling pilot proj-
ect, mattress recycling, a youth project Waste to wear, the Circular Economy Skillset 
Initiative (CESI) repair training programme for whitegoods; the “#CEPowerofMany” 
demonstrator creating a closed-loop take back system in the construction sector, 
Relove Fashion and others; 

• The first  dedicated circular economy accelerator for late stage ventures seeking to 
scale - run by CIRCULÉIRE in collaboration with Tangent, Trinity’s Idea Workspace.

• Investment in a highly successful “on-the-go” CircleCity recycling initiative that has 
seen over 80% of plastic bottles and cans diverted to recycling from general waste

• Dublin City Council’s circular economy training programme “Modos”, co-created 
with Ireland’s top circular economy experts and now available as a national CE  
training programme 

• Investment in cross-sectoral funds e.g. the Creative Climate Action Fund and the 
Community Services Programme bicycle upcycling scheme

• Examples of circular procurement, following recent EPA guidance issued to support 
and drive circular procurement
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The goal of Circular Economy Hotspot Dublin is 
to act as a catalyst for circular economic action. 
We therefore envisage citizen engagement as a 
cornerstone for our campaign.  

While few people understand the term “circular economy” in Ireland, 66% of 
Dublin Citizens believe that promoting sustainable, green practices is critical for 
Dublin’s economic development.

A number of key circular economy engagement opportunities exist within the city 
on both a human and architectural scale. Recent government funded studies have 
shown that the circular economy is still a very abstract concept for most Irish people. 
Findings from these studies will inform an evidence-based approach to citizen en-
gagement for Circular Economy Hotspot Dublin 2023.  Building on this, it is intended 
that a Dublin City Circular Scan will be carried out and presented during the Circular 
Economy Hotspot Dublin campaign. This study will highlight all of the practical ways 
for citizens to actively engage in the circular economy. 

As Circular Economy Hotspot Dublin will take place in early November, it will 
build on the momentum of the national “Reuse Month” campaign in October taking 
people on a journey from known practice to exploring deeper circular concepts.

Ireland is in a unique position to explore the circular economy from a postcolo-
nial perspective. As a formerly colonized nation, much of our “indigenous’’ circular 
heritage was lost during colonial times. Exploring Ireland’s circular design heritage 
provides a unique way of encouraging citizen’s engagement, showing that the circu-
lar economy is literally “in our nature”.

Incorporating youth dialogue will be 
essential. Ireland is unique in Europe in 
prioritising youth engagement, having 
the youngest population of Europe with 
one third of the population under 25 
years of age. Initiatives like the Youth 
Climate Assembly, ECO-UNESCO’s 
Youth Council, the National Youth 
Council of Ireland’s Climate Justice and 
Young Voices programmes, Comhairle 
na nÓg and numerous ERASMUS+ 
projects will be leveraged to bring 
young people into the conversation. 

Our publicly focussed event 
programme will highlight how the 
circular economy is relevant to people’s 
lives and wellbeing by connecting 
circularity to social and youth issues, 
history and lived experiences.

2: Citizen  
Engagement
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Dublin is home to 
many of Ireland’s 
leading third level in-
stitutions, social enter-
prises and creatives, 
where leaders and the 
next generation of in-
novators are support-
ing the Government 
of Ireland’s ambition 
to make Ireland a low 
carbon, sustainable 
economy. 

3: Innovation & 
Collaboration
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Global Reach, Local Village

Dublin has always enjoyed a high international 
profile, while still fostering a local village feel. As 
an island nation, we value the role of European and 
international partners who can enhance the Circular 
Economy Hotspot Dublin 2023 as a hub of knowledge 
exchange, capacity building and learning.

These include: 

• The association of cities and 
regions for sustainable resource 
management (ACR+), of which the 
Eastern Midlands Region Waste 
Management Planning Office 
(EMRWMPO) is a member 

• Right to Repair campaign of 
which The Rediscovery Centre is a 
member 

• RREUSE the European reuse 
network for social enterprise, 
connected with CRNI the umbrella 
network for Irish social enterprises 
in circular economy 

• European Circular Economy 
Stakeholder Platform, represented 
in Ireland by the Rediscovery 
Centre 

• EU Circular Hotspots, represented 
by Circuleire as Ireland’s first 
dedicated European Circular 
Economy Hotspot 

• Partners and stakeholders involved 
in current and past European 
projects linked to the Circular 
economy including for example the 
Smart Sustainable Cities Project; 
the Trifocal LIFE project; WISER 
LIFE project;  and circular economy 
ERASMUS+ projects.
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It is supported by 

• The Department of Environment, 
Climate and Communications

• The Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA)

• The Department of Rural and 
Community Development

• The Department of Agriculture, 
Food and the Marine

• The Dublin Local Enterprise Office 

• The Dublin Metropolitan Climate 
Action Regional Office

• Dublin City Council (DCC)

• The Eastern Midlands Regional 
Assembly 

A full list of public, private and 
third sector supporters for the bid is 
provided on page 24.

Public Secotor Buy-in 

This initiative is led by the Rediscovery Centre in part-
nership with the EMRWMPO, Dublin City Council and 
CIRCULÉIRE.
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At Third Level

Circular Economy Hotspot Dublin 2023 will enable 
flagship projects by third level and research institutions 
to be showcased. These will include:

Trinity College Dublin

University College Dublin

TCD represents SHARECITY - an EU funded project assessing the practice and 
sustainability potential of city-based food sharing economies; offering a Postgrad-
uate Diploma in Circular Economy and Recycling Technologies - one of the first 
of its kind internationally; facilitator for cross-sectoral and collaborative research 
projects through the EIT Climate KIC; host for the advanced material science and 
bioengineering, the AMBER centre; host to Tangent - Trinity’s Ideas Workspace, 
CONNECT -  Research Centre for future networks & Communications.

UCD is the host institute for BiOrbic - a world-leading SFI research centre devoted 
to the bioeconomy; offering a Graduate Diploma in Design Thinking for Sustain-
ability, the Spatial Dynamics Lab.

National College of Art & 
Design

NCAD is currently building out its cross-departmental circular design curriculum, 
and has supported students in circular design and collaborations including an MA 
in Product Design for the Circular Economy and a Stop Food Waste campaign to 
design prototype products to help Irish people reduce food waste in the home.

Technical University Dublin TUD a partner in CLIC, a Horizon 2020 funded project, which aimed to apply 
circular economy principles to cultural heritage adaptive reuse.

Dublin City University DCU is host for the Centre for Climate and Society, the Water Institute  and Grain-
4-lab driving academic research to lead societal responses to climate change, 
and home of Smart DCU on Dublin’s smart districts.

Campus Living Labs In 2021, the EPA also initiated a Campus Living Labs programme which will deliver 
evidence to inform campus sustainability programmes and foster and advance 
activities to prevent waste and increase recycling on campuses. The Dublin Circu-
lar Hotspot again provides an opportunity to showcase the impact of this major 
campaign on circularity and citizens engagement via Dublin’s participating third 
level institutes.
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In Social Enterprise

Social enterprise in Ireland plays an important role in 
delivering circular objectives. Recent national policy 
developments have shown this linkage is increasingly 
recognised. Ireland was the only Member State to 
make the connection between social economy and 
sustainability in its national reform programme, 
under the framework of the national social enterprise 
strategy. 

Ireland is home to social and circular innovators across a spec-
trum of products and services. CRNI, the Irish network for social 
enterprises in reuse, repair and recycling estimate their members 
reuse over 18,000 tonnes products and recycle 2,000 tonnes per 
year, employing over 800 people, 820 in employment schemes 
and supporting over 8,600 volunteers.

The hotspot will be an opportunity to show the value of and inno-
vations in these enterprises, in partnership with CRNI. This includes 
Dublin based organisations such as FoodCloud, pioneering food 
redistribution on a global scale, thriftify providing a digital plat-
form for charity retail, Ecomattress providing mattress recycling 
services to probation services and in return offering job opportu-
nities to people with a criminal history and ReCreate, a creative 
reuse centre championing inclusivity. The Rediscovery Centre 
leading this initiative also hosts four social enterprises in fashion, 
bikes, furniture and paint, runs a Circular Economy academy sup-
porting new social enterprise activities and is pioneering the roll 
out of paint reuse nationwide. There are dozens of charity retail-
ers in Dublin under the Irish Charity Shops Association umbrella, 
including two stores accredited to ReMark, Ireland’s reuse quality 
mark. Refill stations and conscious cup cafes, part of nationwide 
campaigns but also widespread in Dublin, provide refills for on 
the go beverages. Other social enterprises to be showcased 
include Airfield Estate, GIY and Food Space Ireland, leaders in 
seasonal, sustainably grown food. 

All of these enterprises, both nationally and Dublin based, will 
contribute to the Dublin circular and social ecosystem and will 
form part of the Dublin Circular Hotspot 2023 programme.
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In Business & Industry

Business and industry are playing a growing role 
as awareness is building about the importance of a 
circular transition across Dublin and the wider region. 
A number of flagship initiatives are driving this shift.

Circuleire, the National Platform for Circular Manufacturing, is Ireland’s 
first public-private partnership created by Irish Manufacturing Research and 
the Department of the Environment, Climate and Communications (DECC), 
the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), and EIT Climate-KIC dedicat-
ed to accelerating the transition to the net-zero carbon circular economy. 
It is also Ireland’s first dedicated EU Circular Economy Hotspot and thus a  
close collaborator with Holland Circular Hotspot. The platform has exten-
sive connections with the manufacturing sector and what it terms “second-life 
enablers” and their supply chains, dedicated circular innovation fund,  late 
stage circular venture accelerator  and annual circular economy thematic 
working groups, which provide a suite of opportunities to feature innovative 
local circular system innovation projects.

IBEC is Ireland’s largest business representative network, supporting Ire-
land in becoming a world leader in resource efficiency and innovative value 
creation. Their circular economy survey of members provided valuable in-
sights and highlighted the need for an education drive across business, poli-
cymakers and wider society of the merits and potential benefits of the Circular 
Economy.   

Modos is a circular economy training programme developed for micro, 
small and medium sized enterprises. It is a joint initiative of Dublin City Coun-
cil and the EMRWMPO and supported by the Dublin Local Enterprise Office 
and is now available as a national circular economy training programme. 

The Business Spirit Platform aims to inspire innovators to build a sustain-
able and just economy, putting value-driven innovation in the spotlight, giv-
ing a voice to changemakers, and raising awareness.

All of these platforms and initiatives will be engaged to reach a wider 
business and industry audience through the Circular Economy Hotspot Dublin 
2023.

Finally, few places are more iconic and synonymous with Dublin than  
Guinness. In 2020, the Guinness Open Brewery teamed up with Bread 41 
and The Useless Project to make a sustainable beer from leftover bread. This 
will be a must-try during the Circular Economy Hotspot Dublin 2023.
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Our Event
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Circular Economy Hotspot Dublin

Our Circular Economy Event will take place across four successive days, 
each with their own flavour and objective, celebrating and exploring the 
unique aspects that make Dublin a worthy circular hotspot. Our event 
will be an exemplar of circular economic event management, with media 
coverage sparking wider citizen engagement creating a circular economic 
legacy that lasts beyond the conference itself.

Day 1

Day 2

Day 3

will host a circular city-regional conference, with 
sessions hosted to explore the key thematic focus 
areas of the conference. 

will feature industrial deep dives and workshops, 
exploring each within the thematic focus of the con-
ference.

will feature a launch evening event, with net-
working opportunities and opening addresses from 
key city delegates.

Day 4 will focus on the lived experiences of Dublin’s 
circular economy, with tours, citizen engagement 
events and fun.
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Focus Areas

The Circular Economy Hotspot Dublin 2023 event 
will highlight four industry sectors that emphasize 
the circular economic value that an Irish context 
can create.

• Social Enterprise 
Circular social enterprises can help to 
deliver Ireland’s circular objectives on 
the ground, acting as a driving force 
for social, economic and environmental 
change. Through policy, innovation and 
research, this focus area will highlight 
Ireland’s strong networks of social 
enterprises

• Design & Manufacturing 
Bringing the creative and industry sectors 
together, this focus area will explore the 
historic and future role of Ireland’s design 
and innovation sectors in bringing about 
a circular economy. From smart cities to 
advanced manufacturing and materials, 
this focus area will bring the best of the 
old and new together, imagining a future 
that learns from its past.

• Food Systems & The Bioeconomy 
Each year Irish households waste over 
1 million tonnes of food. However, 
Ireland’s fast growing bioeconomy sector 
alongside circular innovations within the 
food industry seek to addresss this issue, 
availing of its opportunities.

• The Built Environment  
How can circular economic solutions 
help address Dublin’s pressing need for 
housing development? Strategies such as 
meanwhile use, smart zoning, materials 
and flexible architectural design and 
renovation will be explored and best 
practice examples shared.

23

Dublin Circular Hotspot 2023



This initiative was developed by

• The Rediscovery Centre 

• Eastern & Midlands Regional Waste     
 Management Planning Office 

• Dublin City Council Climate Action Team 

• CIRCULEIRE

The Department of the Environment, 
Climate and Communications 
The Environmental Protection 
Agency
Eastern Midlands Waste Region
Eastern & Midlands Regional 
Assembly
Community Reuse Network Ireland 
Department of Rural and 
Community Development 
Department of Agriculture
Irish Green Building Council
Food Cloud
GIY (Grow it Yourself)
Dublin and Eastern Midlands 
Climate Action Regional Offices
Irish Waste Management 
Association
Chartered Institution of Wastes 
Management 
Association of Visitor Experiences & 
Attractions
VOICE: Voice of Irish Concern for 
the Environment
Airfield Estate 
ACR+
Irish Business and Employers 
Confederation
BiOrbic
Dublin City University
National College of Art and Design
Irish Social Enterprise Network
Circular Economy Club
Social Enterprise Republic of 
Ireland
RREUSE
Irish Environmental Network
ECO-UNESCO
Munster Technological University
The Country & City Management 
Association 
Local Government Management 
Agency

Partners & 
Collaborators
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Ní neart go cur le 
chéile.

There is no strength 
without unity.
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